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A   Bavarian   Prediction    of  the   Blood   Bath 

THE    LEADER    OF    THE    SO-CALLED    GERMAN     FASCIST1     INTERVIEWED 

The  German,  hove  other  troubles  besides  the  French.  In  Bavaria,  at  least  they  have 
their  so-called  Fwcieti.  ultimately  inspired  by  Ludendorf.  and  led  by  Hcrr  Hitler  who  believes 
in   a    "strong"   and    united    Germany,    as    he     explained    at     Munich    to     Mr.     Percy     Brown. 


The  leaders  cf  the  new  movement  in  Bavaria, 
which  is  being  mistaken  lor  the  equivalent 
ol  the  Fascisti  movement  in  Italy,  are 
difficult  people  to  reach.  The  first  person  1  tried 
to  interview  w,t?  General  Ludcndorf,  whom  I  had 
previously  visited  shortly  after  the  signing  of 
the  Armistice,  thus  giving  him  his  first  oppor- 
tunity- of  expressing  himself  to  a  post-war  world. 
1  spoke  to  him  on  the  telephone  and  explained 
i  n  business.  He  asked  the  name  of  my 
newspaper,  and  when  I  told  him  he  hanged  down 
the  receiver.  Apparently  the  General  objected 
to  the  comments  1  had  made  after  lliat  prevfovs 
interview,  for  1  had  said  that  1  had  hopes 
that  there  would  come  into  the  German 
public  Uie  leaders  who  would  really  lead  and  not 
trv  to  drive.  The  General  lacks  understanding 
of  the  people  and  oi  the  needs  of  reconstruction. 
and  becomes  a  pawn  in  tlic  hands  of  unscrupulous 
people.  1  next  tried  to  reach  Herr  Hitler,  who 
is  regarded  as  the  Mussolini  of  Germany.  !  was 
successful  only  after  a  long  search.  There  was 
some  little  difficulty  in  penetrating  into  the 
headquarters  of  the  National  Social  Democrats, 
surely  the  queerest  Socialists  of  all  the  different 
kind*  I  have  met  Htne  Hitler  has  his  office. 
The  address  is  Number  12.  ComUiousstrassc.  in 
tlie  poor«T  part  of  the  city,  and  it  took  the  best 
part  of  a  day  to  get  past  the  doors. 

Fob  five  hundred  marks  1  acquired  a  badge 
from  one  of  the  recruits,  for  which  he  paid 
one  hundred  and  fifty  marks.  1  chatted  with 
others  on  the  fringe  ol  the  crowd  outside  the 
headquarters,  the  front  of  which  Ik  a  bookshop, 
and  learned  that  a  "  Genossc  "  (comrade)  might 
be  admit  lot  at  the  rear  of  the  premises  if  he  had 
•  business  to  discuss  with  the  party  leaders. 
After  some  hours  of  pcr.>iatent  tapping  and 
waiting  1  at  last  found  myself  inside.  I  was  told 
jhkT  would  not  be  in  till  the  afternoon.  "  King 
him  up  and  make  an  appointment  for  me, "  I  said. 
knowing  that  in  such  circumstances  the  abrupt 
way  is  the  only  way.  A  short  conference  and 
another  glance  at  my  badge,  and  mv  questioner 
went  to  the  telephone.  After  he  had  got  the 
number  on  the  automatic  telephone,  which,  bv 
the  way,  is  the  b  it  institution  in  Bavaria,  [was 
told  that  I  illicit  see  Herr  Hitler  if  I  returned 
at  four  o'clock. 

Promt  ly  at  the  time  mentioned  I  was  on  the 
step  o!  the  Bookshop  and  was  admitted  through 
d  icr  door   b>    a    kecn-eved  custodian.     The 
■">"  a*,  i  Ithough  none  too  tidy,  were  well-arranged 
on  the  same  plan  as  the  French  post-offices  with 
'-■•      When  a  name  waa  called  one  of 
i  rurte  would  walk  to  a  small  window  and 
receive  aom,-  paper*  and  .,,,  :irmk..  ;m,,  Ukii  s  |;im1i 
through  the  doorway  as  u  he  had  to  eel   -  ,,.. 
',  '"""  3*orny'       .VM  one  "*  u,t  windows  was 
visi";;    Sl7nf  ""'''»*.'■-'  ich  Mwrtandfam 

JWOn,  or   «|iock    troops.      1    no,««|    that    thQtt 

who  were  called  to  this  window  wen  the  biggest 
and  the  Gttest, 

At    km    H,rr    I  lit  i«rr    arrived    in    a    luxurious 
motorcar,  accompanied  by  a  bodyguard.     Those 


in  the  offices  looked  at  him  with  awe  as  he  passed 
lictwccn  them.  Looking  at  him.  1  wondered 
where  lay  his  power  to  attract  and  control  his 
followers"  for  he  is  of  quite  ordinary  appearance. 
Vie  is  ol  medium  height,  has  an  uninteresting  but 
healthy  face,  and  cultivates  a  small  moustache, 
well  shaved  away  at    the  sides. 

Soon  I  was  shown  into  the  presence  of  the 
man  who  knows  better  than  anyone  else  how 
to  spread  the  "  Terror  "  among  a  population. 

"  What  do  you  want  to  sec  me  about  ?  What 
is  your  urgent  business  ?  "  he  said  abruptly  as 
1  entered  the  office. 

"  I  have  come  to  ask  you  what  are  your  aims 
and  if  you  have  anything  to  do  with  the  Fascist! 
in  Italy,"  1  replied. 

"  1  have  never  met  Signor  Mussolini  nor  com- 
municated with  him,"  said  Hitler.  "  Our  move- 
ment is  as  old  as  his,  and  we  have  some  things  in 
common  with  the  Italians  \\>  have  both 
suffered  from  the  weakness  of  our  Governments. 
Our  problems  have  Increased  instead  of  decreasing, 
and  those  to  blame  are  the  leaders  who  do  not  lead. 
They  are  afraid  of  the  people  they  are  supposed 
to  govern,  and  they  have  wasted  the  vitality  of 
the  State.  They  must  be  destroyed  completely. 
Wc  have  no  use  for  weak  fools.  When  the 
moment  arrives  we  shall  be  as  ruthless  in  bringing 
order  as  the  1-  ascisti  were,  Wc  hove  a  programme. 
and  we  shall  give  a  lead  lo  the  country,  which  is 
now  only  drifting  to  chaos." 

HiTLiiR  spoke  with  a  terrible  fervour,  his  eyes 
shining  fiercely. 
"  When  arc  you  going  to  put  your  plans  into 
execution  ?  "   1    asked. 

'*  At  the  first  signs  of  Bolshevism  we  shall  fulfil 
ourselves,  No  one  will  be  spared  who  hesitates 
to  protect  our  land  from  the  terror  of  Bolshevism. 
It.hu  e  is  doing  her  utmost  to  push  Germany  into 
the  pit  where  the  Soviet  lurks  waiting  to  devour 

her.    France  would  have  out  land  drained  oi  its 

vir.hty  so  that  we  could  not  resist  her  when  she 
striken  again,  which  will  be  soon.  She  would 
possess  us  and  dominate  Europe.  She  would 
have  Germany  never  recover.  Rut  we  are 
recovering,  and  young  Germany  is  conscious  of 
box  strength,  and  will  rcsisl  .ill  efforts  !->  rum 
ha  We  shall  never  follow  the  example  of  Russia, 
German  blood  will  (low  to  the  List  drop  before  that 
can  happen." 

I  GATHERED  from  Ii.dl  .n,  hOttf  0|  this  sort  of 
thing  that  the  only"  enemy  "  arc  the  working. 
classes  of  Bavaria,  who  are  going  to  resist  the 
lengthening  ol  their  working  day.  Anything 
which  happens  to  displease  Hitler  and  his  mm. 
porters  will  he  regarded  aa  Bolshevism,  and  in- 
hungsy  hounds  will  be  unleashed  to  brine 
■■  Ordnung,"  which  should  mean  order  bul  does 
not.  to  Germany,    Hitler  wcnl  on  to  discuss  the 

'ideals  '  ul  his  followers.  Sometimes  he  used 
the  phrases  of  the  ordinary  Socialist*,  accom- 
panied by  the  most  terribk  gestures,  clenching 

his  hands  savagelj  and  grinding  bis  teeth  as  .1 
ac  would  bite  the  wocklng.classes  ho  tuitefl 


HE  alluded  to  the  "Blutbad"  (blood  bath), 
which  he  considers  inevitable  before  Germany 
can  rise  again  from  her  present  condition.  In 
one  breath  lie  would  speak  of  his  country's 
helplessness,  and  in  the  next  he  would  brag  of 
the  strength  of  his  organisation.  Only  a  few 
weeks  ago  he  stated  at  a  secret  meeting  of  the 
leaders  of  several  Ftei  Corps  that  he  could  put 
an  army  fully  armed  in  the  field  at  a  moment's 
notice.  He  applauded  the  action  of  Mussolini. 
The  movement  in  Italy  was  inspired  by  a  man's 
patriotism  and  sincerity.  He  saw  his  •country 
drifting  to  dissolution,  while  the  Government 
remained  deaf  to  his  warnings.  Only  by  swift 
action  was  his  country  saved  from  a  period  like 
that  through  which  Kussia  is  passing.  He  suc- 
ceeded l«canse  his  motives  were  unselfish  and  his 
appeal  kindled  the  liamc  of  chivalry  which  had 
temporarily  been  extinguished. 

This  movement  in  Bavaria  is  just  an  asso- 
ciation of  tyrants  masquerading  as  Social 
Democrats.  Hitler  is  calling  to  his  banner  all 
the  unscrupulous  creatures  of  the  revolution, 
together  with  the  unsophisticated  students  and 
unemployed  cx-oflicers  who  have  not  the  enter- 
prise nor  inclination  to  learn  a  trade  or  profession. 
Intermingled  with  Hitler's  long  exposition  of 
his  aims,  during  which  he  talked  tremendously 
Without  saying  much,  he  expressed  a  hatred  of 
the  |i.us.  It  seemed  as  if  he  wanted  mc  to  believe 
this,  and  that  his  Monarchist  leanings  were  vital 
things  to  him.  As  most  of  the  funds  come  from 
the  "  Heavy  Industrialists,"  one  can  imagine 
that  the  twelve  hour  day  in  Germany  is  the  most 
vital  plank  in  his  programme. 

I  ASKED  Hitler  what  General  Ludcndorf  had 
to  do  with  the  movement.  He  did  not  answer, 
but  continued  his  speech  of  vague  statements, 
which  meant  very  little.  I,  however,  gathered 
from  one  of  Hitler's  secretaries  that  although 
the  General  is  actively  assisting  the  so-called 
Fascist!,  hols  still  hesitating  for  fear  of  twining 
a  party  which  may  get  out  of  hand  and  carry 
out  some  of  the  ideas  expressed  in  the  literature 
displayed  eiftihti  the  bookshop  at  Number  12 
CortiiUousittrasse.  iu-  u,rhs  in  bis  villa  at 
Ludwigshuho,  just  outside  Munich,  a  hgurc 
potent  for  mischief.  He  is  moved  bv  no  One 
impulses,  oa  «.i>  Mussolini  when  he  gathered 
around  him  his  small  band  ol  patriots  to  cleanse 
lus    country    of   corruption,     l-orce    is    the   onlv 

1 8  ne  iuiderstond«.     He  believes  that  nothing 

can  Ik-  attained  without  it. 

t  hROA.nH,  the  subject  of  the  Monarch*  to 

±   Hitler,   who  seems  to  regard   its  re-establish 
'  '" I   "'  audi  m  i  plan  to  be  carried  oul  bul 

us     something    which    Will    follow   quite   natuinllv 

agar  the  next  change  of  Government.     \   , , ., 
Pre«dcn1   will  be  appointed  for  n  certain  time 

Presidoul    lor  hf...  from  whom  tl      c  • 

pass     o    his    hairs,     Hitler    refused      o        ,.    !' 

his  views  on  reparations  were,  so  l  lilt 


